





this meant and said “no” even|though her testimony suggested that she was a member of a
particular social group, specifically, spouses of transportation agents, such as bus or taxi drivers,
who are targeted by gang members.

12. At the hearing, the Immigration Judge refused to permit me to make a statement or
argument. If I had been able to do so, I would have asserted that her testimony indicated her
membership in the above-described social group. The Immigration Judge affirmed the negative
credible fear determination. |Subsequently, I filed a motion to reconsider with the Asylum
Office, arguing that my client’s testimony clearly conveyed a credible fear on the basis of a
protected social group. While my motion was pending, the Immigration Judge reconsidered the
case sua sponte and vacated the Asylum Officer’s decision. I strongly believe that my client’s
declaration, submitted with my help, influenced the judge’s decision to reconsider the negative
credible fear determination. In one case, I was barred from attending a credible fear interview.
At the time of the interview, |I had entered a notice of entry of appearance (Form G-28) for that
particular client, but had not received notice of the interview. On the day of the interview, an
ICE officer came to the law library looking for another pro bono attomey who had previously
client’s behalf. He wanted to bring this prior attorney to the

as about to begin. Itried to explain that the prior attorney had

entered an appearance on m
credible fear interview whic

iring the interview. Instead, the Asylum Officer called the prior
er appear telephonically for the interview.

me to accompany my client
attorney at her office and had

13. My clients also have been unable to access their own records. One client requested her
medical records, but was told that she would have to wait seven days for copies, even though her
hearing was scheduled sooner|than that. Other clients have had to wait more than two weeks for
medical records. Many clients had brought records with them from their countries, and ICE
confiscated them when they were arrested. One client diligently attempted to obtain police
reports that could be helpful in her asylum case, but ICE refused to provide her with either the
original or copies they had confiscated, and we had to continue through the process without
them.

14.  Many of my clients have strong asylum claims, but due to mistreatment by ICE officials
and the conditions at the Artesia detention facility, they are unable to devote themselves to
pursuing their claims. ICE refuses to give medicine to the detainees despite rampant illness
among the children (telling them to drink water if they want to feel better), refuses to give
detainees flexible access to the “law library” to meet with their attorneys, refuses to serve food
that is nutritious for their children, and above all refuses to treat these women with respect,
although many of them fled to the United States to seek protection from persecution.

Executed this Qb%day of August 2014 at Artesia, New Mexico.
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